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UNIVERSAL  MILITARY  TRAINING 

The  long  awaited  report  of  the  President* s  Advisory  Commission  on  Universal  Ti’aining  has 
now  been  released*  Enclosed  with  this  Newsletter  is  the  current  issue  of  Conscription  News 
containing  a  brief  summary  of  the  Commission's  report.  The  President  in  a  special  message 
to  Congress  called  for  passage  of  peacetime  conscription  now.  The  House  Armed  Services 
!  Committee  is  holding  hearings.  On  June  11  the  chairman  of  the  Commission,  Dr,  Karl  T, 

Compton  asked  for  enactment  of  legislation  for  universal  military  training  at  a  minimum 
estimated  cost  of  $1,750,000,000  in  addition  to  a  very  large  military  program.  While  mili¬ 
tary  training  was  listed  sixth  in  national  defense  priorities,  the  whole  emphasis  of  the 
report  and  of  Dr,  Con^jton's  testimony  was  for  universal  military  training  as  the  next 
’’military  step"  to  be  taken,  Daniel  A.  Poling  and  Father  Edmund  Walsh  will  testify  this 
week.  The  chairman  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  said  yesterday  that  hearings 
would  continue  and  that  heads  of  representative  national  organizations  opposing  military 
training  would  be  heard  soon.  Senator  Robert  A.  Taft  has  distributed  to  each  member  of  the 
Senate  a  230-page  con?)ilation  by  the  F  C  N  L  of  resolutions  against  military  training  passed 
during  the  last  two  years  by  church,  educational,  farm,  and  labor  organizations,  and  a  simi¬ 
lar  distribution  is  being  arranged  for  the  members  of  the  House  by  a  Congressman. 

Send  750  in  cash  or  money  order  (not  stamps)  to  the  Government  Printing  Office  or  to  the  F 
C  N  L  for  the  U;8-page  report  of  the  President's  Commission,  entitled  "A  Program  for  Nation¬ 
al  Security,"  and  study  it  carefully.  Keep  up  your  determined  opposition  to  UMT  in  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  press,  key  House  and  Senate  leaders,  your  Senators  and  Congressmen,  Some 
members  of  Congress  are  complaining  about  more  military  pressure  now  than  they  have  ever 
received  before. 

IHTSRIUITIONAL  ABOLITION  OF  CONSCRIPTION 

Representative  Gerald  W,  Landis  from  Indiana  has  introduced  H.  .Res,  73  calling  for  Ameri¬ 
can  initiative  in  seeking  an  international  agreement  for  the  abolitim  of  compulsory  mili¬ 
tary  service.  This  bill  has  been  referred  to  Subcommittee  No,  1  of  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee,  comprising  Robert  B,  Chiperfield,  chairman,  Walter  H.  Judd,  John  Davis 
Lodge,  Pete  Jarman,  and  Mike  Mansfield,  Write  to  each  member  of  this  subcommittee  at  the 
House  Office  Building,  Washington,  D,C,,  indicating  your  support  of  the  international  abo¬ 
lition  of  conscription.  There  is  prospect  of  hearings  at  liiis  session  if  sufficient  popular 
support  is  forthcoming, 

FOREICai  RELIEF  AND  RECONSTRUCTION 

"There  is  more  hunger  and  want  today  than  there  was  during  the  war,"  This  statement  by 
Herbert  Hoover  should  give  pause  to  anyone  misled  by  America's  favorable  crop  prospects  and 
especially  to  Secretary  Anderson,  who  has  spoken  of  limiting  wheat  acreage  next  year.  Dr, 
Dennis  Fitzgerald,  Secretary-General  of  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council,  calculated 
that  despite  the  billions  spent  on  relief  the  world  food  situation  is  growing  worse  rather 
thaui  better  and  that  the  food  crisis  a  year  from  now  may  be  more  serious  than  today. 

Longer  term  policies  of  industrial  and  agricultural  reconstruction  must  be  undertaken.  Sec¬ 
retary  Marshall,  Senator  Vandenberg,  Henry  Wallace,  Harold  Stassen,  Dean  Acheson,  Benjamin 

I  Cohen  have  pressed  home  publicly  the  need  for  making  plans  to  consider  rehabilitation  of 
Europe  as  a  whole  and  a  willingness  to  devote  perhaps  5  or  6  billion  dollars  a  year  to  the 
project.  While  Secretary  Marshall  stresses  the  need  for  European  initiative.  Senator  Van¬ 
denberg  proposes  the  establishment  of  a  bi-partisan  advisory  council- to  work  out  an  over-all 
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plan,  rather  than  dealing  piecemeal  with  imanticipated  crises:  ”It  involves  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  conditions  for  stabilized  peace.  It  involves  the  indispensable  attainment  of  self- 
supporting  independence  for  peace-loving  peoples.  It  involves  the  intelligent  self-interest 
of  the  United  States,  which  cannot  prosper  in  a  broken  world.” 

The  present  thinking  in  Washington  has  its  dangers  and  defects.  Some  of  the  demand  for  this 
kind  of  planning  is  intended  to  promote  an  anti-Communist  crusade.  It  has  also  the  defect 
of  tending  to  ignore  the  necessity  of  reconstruction  in  the  Orient.  Notwithstanding,  America 
has  an  opportunity  to  develop  a  long-time  positive  program  expressing  a  moral  leadership 
which  would  challenge  men's  minds  throughout  the  world  and  prevent  the  present  rapid  drift 
towards  war. 

The  Appropriations  Committees  are  reluctant  to  agree  even  to  the  amounts  so  far  authorized. 
Partly  to  bring  out  more  forcefully  the  cost  of  aid  to  other  countries,  and  partly  to  sim¬ 
plify  Congressional  action  on  appropriations,  the  $350,000,000  for  ex-UNRRA  countries,  the 
tU00,000,000  for  military  and  economic  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey,  the  $725>000,000  for  occu¬ 
pied  areas,  and  the  $75>000,000  for  the  I  R  0  will  apparently  be  consolidated.  Thus  one 
appropriation  act  of  $1,550,000,000  will  be  brought  before  the  House  soon. 

GERMAN  RELIEF  NEEDS 

The  food  situation  in  Germany  is  "deplorable”,  according  to  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  How¬ 
ard  C.  Petersen,  just  back  from  Europe.  The  available  daily  calorie  ration  has  dropped  in 
some  urban  places  of  the  U.S.  zone  to  900,  lower  than  the  level  of  Nazi  concentration  camps. 
Nowhere  in  the  world  today  were  stock  levels  so  low  or  the  rations  so  slim,  according  to  Mr, 
Petersen.  Fully  cognizant  of  these  needs,  Claude  Shotts,  recently  returned  from  a  13--month 
tour  of  duty  with  the  AFSC  and  CRALOG,  testified  at  a  closed  hearing  of  the  House  Appropria¬ 
tions  subcommittee  on  War  Department  appropriations  in  favor  of  the  full  appropriation  of 
$725 >000, 000  for  relief  in  occupied  areas. 

Claude  Shotts'  statement  for  the  record  asked  that:  1)  the  minimum  subsistence  ration  be 
raised  to  2000  calories  per  day  as  contrasted  with  the  present  1550;  2)  provision  be  made 
in  the  budget  for  basic  medications  such  as  insulin,  penicillin,  and  the  like  until  produc¬ 
tion  of  these  materials  begins  in  Oerraanyj  3)  a  time-table  of  reconstruction  be  given  Ger¬ 
mans  in  order  to  make  their  lot  at  least  bearable.  In  treating  of  the  role  of  private  agen¬ 
cies  the  witness  stressed:  a)  operations  of  private  agencies,  while  supplementary,  should 
be  recognized  as  important  for  the  message  of  good-will  that  accompanies  the  voluntary  ef¬ 
fort;  b)  to  carry  this  message  increased  personnel  should  be  allowed  in  Germany  than  has 
hitherto  been  permitted;  c)  the  process  by  which  official  approval  is  secured  for  special 
projects  in  relief  and  reconstruction,  such  as  work  camps,  youth  hostels,  scout  organiza¬ 
tions,  travelling  libraries,  self-help  neighborhood  centers,  should  be  accelerated, 

EVACUATION  CLAIMS  COMMISSION 

Hearings  on  H.R.  2768  were  held  on  May  28  and  29  before  Subcommittee  No,  2  of  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee.  The  administration  was  represented  by  Oscar  Chapman,  Under-Secretary 
of  the  Interior  Department,  and  Dillon  Myer,  former  head  of  the  War  Relocation  Authority. 

The  Japanese-American  Citizens  League  representatives  gave  a  vivid  first-hand  account  of  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  evacuees,  Homer  Morris,  of  the  AFSC,  in  a  prepared  statement  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  injustices  perpetrated  during  the  "hectic  days  of  the 
evacuation"  which  he  observed  personally:  "I  saw  the  second-hand  dealers  and  competitors 
buy  articles  at  ridiculously  low  prices — $5  to  $10  for  a  good  electric  refrigerator;  $U00 
to  $500  for  $l500  trucks.  Growing  crops  in  the  field  were  sold  either  at  merely  nominal 
prices  or  leH  to  be  harvested  on  the  shares,  from  which  I  learned  later  nothing  was  usually 
realized.  The  evacuees  were  in  a  hopeless  market  position," 

The  subcommittee  has  not  yet  reported.  The  members  iriio  need  encouragement  to  act  quickly 
are:  John  W.  Gwynne,  chairman,  Clifford  P.  Case,  Angier  L.  Goodwin,  Thomas  J,  Lane, 
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H.R.  1938,  appropriating  to  the  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund  the  equivalent  of 
the  money  earned  by  men  in  Civilian  Public  Service,  took  a  forward  step  June  12,  vriien  hear¬ 
ings  were  held  on  the  bill  before  a  subcommittee  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee , 
Dormant  Tintil  recently,  action  became  possible  with  the  actual  establishment  of  the  United 
Nations  fund,  which  hopes  to  feed  7,000,000  children. 

Maurice  Pate,  director  of  the  I  C  E  F,  asserted  that  100,000  more  children  could  be  given 
the  daily  supplementary  meal  if  the  $1,229,000  of  the  former  frozen  fund  were  appropriated 
to  the  I  C  E  F.  Betty  Jacob,  speaking  for  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objec¬ 
tors,  pointed  out  to  the  committee  the  financial  contribution  made  by  CPS  to  the  government; 
"During  the  period  of  Civilian  Public  Service  administration,  from  June,  19Ul,  to  March, 

19U7,  8,237,866  man-days  were  contributed  by  these  men  to  work  of  national  importance*  Com¬ 
puted  on  the  basis  of  an  army  private's  original  base  pay  of  $90  a  montli,  this  figure  repre¬ 
sents  a  contribution  of  $13^729,775  to  the  United  States  Government.  In  addition  to  this 
invisible  financial  gift,  the  religious  agencies  carried  almost  the  total  cost  of  mainten¬ 
ance  and  administration  of  can?)s  from  19Ul  to  19U7*  This  figure  amounts  to  approximately 
$8, 000, OCX).  Added  together,  this  represents  a  saving  of  at  least  $23,729,775*” 

Dr.  Theodore  Abemethy,  formerly  in  charge  of  one  of  'the  guinea  pig  experiments,  was  quoted 
as  saying;  "I  should  like  to  testify  regarding  the  loyalty,  enthusiastic  cooperation,  and 
willingness  to  sacrifice  life  displayed  by  each  of  these  CPS  volTuiteers."  Congressmen  W* 
Sterling  Cole  of  New  York,  sponsor  of  the  bill,  and  Robert  L.  F.  Sikes  of  Florida,  members 
of  the  subcommittee,  both  paid  tribute  to  the  work  of  men  in  CPS,  especially  as  they  had 
seen  it  personally  in  the  Puerto  Rico  and  Florida  public  health  work.  The  subcommittee 
thereupon  reported  favorably  on  the  bill  as  amended.  .Will  you  commend  Cole  and  Sikes? 

D^TERNATIONAL  REFUGEE  ORGANIZATION 

The  I  R  0  has  not  yet  been  formally  approved  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  although  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  take  over  the  functions  of  expiring  UNRRA  June  30*  While  the  Senate  acted  fairly 
proiqptly,  the  House  committee  did  not  report  this  bill  (H.J.Res*  207)  until  May  26.  Action 
is  yet  to  be  taken  on  the  floor.  The  final  paragraph  of  the  report  of  the  subcommittee 
headed  by  John  Vorys  of  Ohio  deserves  quotation  for  its  sensitive  summary  of  the  problem; 
"Throu^out  this  report  we  have  attempted  to  present  this  problem  objectively,  with  statis¬ 
tics,  stressing  economy  for  us  and  an  austerity  basis  for  the  DP's.  We  should  not  forget, 
however,  that  we  are  talking  about  1,000,000  men  and  women  and  children,  human  beings,  wise 
and  simple,  strong  and  weak,  young  and  old,  good  and  bad,  sick  and  well,  but  all  of  them 
children  of  God,  who  are  suffering  deeply,  in  body  and  spirit,  because  they  are  separated, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  from  the  place  that  is  dearest  to  us  all  —  home.” 

DISPLACED  PERSONS 

Hearings  on  the  Stratton  bill  (H.R.  2910)  began  on  schedule  but  the  subsequent  pace  has  been 
so  leisiirely  that  action  this  session  seems  increasingly  doubtful.  While  human  beings  de¬ 
teriorate  in  concentration  camps,  while  the  American  taxpayer  pays  out  money  to  "maintain” 
these  camps,  while  the  American  home  goes  without  domestics,  inaction  will  continue  to 
flaunt  the  American  tradition  of  being  an  asyliuQ  for  the  politically  oppressed.  So  far  not 
even  a  sponsor  has  been  found  in  the  Senate.  At  the  opening  of  the  hearings  June  U,  William 
G,  Stratton,  sponsor  of  the  measure,  stood  ip  well  under  a  grueling  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Gossett,  a  committee  member  strongly  opposed  to  the  measure*  On  the  second  day  of  the  hear¬ 
ings  General  John  H.  Hildring,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  occ\pied  areas,  testified 
effectively  for  the  administration  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  pointed  out  that  he  had  talked 
with  UO  ambassadors  concerning  the  problem  of  the  displaced  persons,  and  was  always  embar¬ 
rassed  at  the  end  of  the  conversations  by  the  question,  "And  irtiat  does  the  U.S.  propose  to 
do  about  the  problem?”  Dr.  Samuel  McCrae  Cavert  spoke  for  the  Federal  Council  of  Ch\irches 
and  the  great  body  of  Protestant  opinion  when  he  stated;  "I  do  not  see  how  we  could  live 
in  self-respect  before  God  and  our  fellow  men  if  we  should  shirk  the  moral  obligations  which 
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■we  have  to  the  displaced  persons.”  Dr.  Cavert  also  pointed  out  that  various  church-affili¬ 
ated  welfare  groups  had  made  plans  to  help  in  resettling  these  people  in  the  U.S. 

It  "Will  take  a  major  upheaval,  perhaps  brou^  about  by  the  party  leadership,  to  get  action 
on  this  bill  this  session.  The  ones  who  will  really  make  that  decision  in  the  House  are: 
Speaker  Joseph  W.  Martin,  Jr.,  Majority  Leader  Charles  A.  Halleck,  and  Earl  G.  Michener, 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

AR!-mJC  LATIIJ  AIERICA 

The  administration  has  again  come  forward  with  a  plan  for  ” inter-American  mili-bary  coopera¬ 
tion”.  This  plan,  originating  not  in  the  State  Department,  ■which  at  first  opposed  it,  but 
in  the  War  and  Na^vy  Departments,  has  sweeping  implications.  It  would  authorize  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  institute  large-scale  training  of  Latin  American  or  Canadian  soldiers  and  sailors, 
to  undertake  modernization  of  Latin  and  Canadian  military  equipment,  and  to  trade  modem 
U.S.  equipment  for  obsolete  arms  of  the  other  American  countries.  The  results  of  this  kind 
of  program  are  best  seen  in  the  case  of  Colombia  and  Peru.  These  two  countries  were  on  gocx 
terms  until  Colombia  arranged  to  purchase  13  U.S.  combat  planes.  Ihis  created  a  sensation 
in  Peru.  Peruvian  diplomats  and  military  attaches  made  strong  represen'bations  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  Peru  ended  up  with  an  air  fleet  twice  as  large. 

The  s^tory  of  the  dictatorship  of  General  Soraoza  of  Nicaragua,  so  largely  the  product  of 
American  arms  and  intervention,  is  another  illustration  of  the  vicious  nature  of  this  pro¬ 
posal.  The  bill,  H.R,  3836,  is  before  the  same  subcommittee  of  ttie  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee  idiich  is  considering  the  bill  for  the  international  abolition  of  conscription, 
listed  on  page  1,  Vigilance  will  be  required  to  prevent  quick  introduction  and  passage  of 
this  measure  so  highly  favored  by  the  State-¥^ar-Na^vy  Coordinating  Committee.  Last  year  an 
identical  measure  was  reported  out  favorably  by  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

ARinf-NAVY  MERGER 

Prospects  for  the  passage  of  the  ”merger  bill”  are  so  serious  that  the  public  should  be 
aware  of  its  implications.  The  Senate  Armed  Ser'vices  Committee  has  reported  out  the  Senate 
bill  (S.  758)  by  a  12-0  vote.  A  similar  meas\ire  (H.R.  2319)  is  still  \mder  consideration  in 
the  House  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Department,  headed  by  Congressman  Clare 
E.  Hoffman,  Senator  Joseph  R.  McCarthy  of  Wisconsin  has  warned  tiie  public  that  if  Congress 
passes  the  present  bill,  we  will  “live  to  regret  it  more  than  any  other  piece  of  legislation 
of  the  last  century.”  The  Senator  further  sta^ted,  ”This  measure  was  drafted  by  military  men 
long  removed  from  civilian  life.  It  can  and  will  in  the  next  20  years  give  to  the  military 
complete  and  absolute  dictatorial  control  over  civilian  life.  I  strongly  urge  the  citizens 
of  this  country  ■to  oppose  it  with  every  means  at  their  command.”  The  measure  provides  for 
a  Secretary  of  National  Defense  (for  whom  Forrestal  is  a  contender,  with  Dr.  Karl  Compton 
named  as  a  prominent  possibility  for  the  post)  •with  Cabinet  status,  but  also  for  a  National 
Security  Council  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  would  be  on  a  par  with  the  Secretaries  of 
National  Defense,  of  the  Army,  of  the  Na^vy,  and  of  the  Air  Force,  and  ob'viously  at  their 
mercy  in  any  test  of  voting  strength. 

NATIOIUa  ACT  AGAINST  DISCRIMINATION  IN  EMPLOyMENT 

A  new  form  of  the  F  E  P  C  bill  is  being  considered  in  Congress.  Hearings  are  being  held  in 
the  Senate  on  S.  98U,  to  prevent  discrimination  in  employment.  The  new  bill,  spohsored  by 
Senators  Ives,  Saltonst^l,  Smith,  Morse,  Chavez,  Murray,  and  llyers,  and  in  "the  House  (H.R. 
282U)  by  Representatives  Fiilton,  Judd,  and  others,  is  less  convulsive  in  its  nature  th^  the 
bills  introduced  in  ■the  last  session  for  a  permanent  F  E  P  C.  The  chairman  of  the  subcommil 
tee  in  charge  of  the  bill  is  Senator  Donnell  of  Missouri.  Other  members  are  Sena'tors  Irvinj 
M.  Ives,  James  K.  Murray,  and  Allen  J.  Ellender.  More  information  can  be  secured  by  writini 
Mr.  Milo  Manley,  National  Council  for  a  Permanent  FEPC,  930  F  Street,  N.W.,  Washing-ton  U. 
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Truman  Commission  reports  for  U.M.T.  as  expected  -  Report  sa^s  U.M.T.  sixth  line 
of  defense  >  Trainizxg  of  nomen  urged  later  -  Commission  report  descrihes  irar  in 
which  there  is  no  real  security  -  ^erica  must  choose  peace  or  w£ir 


TRCUAN  COUtaSSION  RXPORTS  lOR  U.M.T.  iS  EXPECTED 

The  report  of  President  Truman's  Advisory  Consnission  on  Universal  Training  was  sunma- 
rized  in  the  dally  press  on  June  2.  The  report  not  only  recommended  conpilsory  military 
training  largely  according  to  the  War  Department  plan  hat  urged  that  the  nation  vote  addi¬ 
tional  hillions  in  military  preparation  for  future  war. 

The  personnel  of  the  Commission  was  so  strongly  for  U.M.T.  when  it  was  appointed  that 
one  Congressman,  Howard  Buffett,  descrihed  it  as  ”a  good  name  jury  for  a  fixed  verdict". 
The  Journal  of  the  Rational  Education  Association  for  April  1947  said  "In  appointing  his 
Advisory  Commission  on  Universal  Training  President  Truman  selected  a  fine  and  ahle  group 
of  men  whose  views  were  well  known  in  advance  to  agree  essentially  with  his  own  and  that  of 
the  military  hierarchy.  It  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  men  whose  opinions  are  more 
directly  opposite  to  that  of  the  large  body  of  people  in  the  groi:^8  with  which  their  names 
are  commonly  associated." 

j  The  Chairman,  Earl  Compton,  on  April  20,  1945  in  New  York  spoke  in  favor  of  U.M.T.  at 
a  luncheon  of  the  Women's  Committee  for  Universal  Training  of  Young  Men.  On  June  8,  1945 
and  November  21,  1945  he  testified  for  U.M.T.  before  Congressional  committees. 

The  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  John  Ohly,  was,  when  appointed,  a  special 
assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Truman  Gibson  had  recently  served  as  aid  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Wiar.  Samuel  Rosenman  was  reported  to  have  written  many  of  President  Roosevelt's 
speeches  at  the  time  the  President  was  speaking  for  peacetime  conscription. 

Charles  Wilson  indicated  his  support  of  universal  military  training  in  a  speech  before 
the  Army  Ordnance  Association  in  Hew  York  City  January  19,  1944.  Father  Wedsh  according  to 
"Who's  Who"  served  for  a  time  as  assistant  educational  director  of  the  Students'  Axmy 
Training  Corps  in  New  England. 

Dr.  Daniel  Poling  on  March  21,  1945  and  September  5,  1945  wrote  newspaper  columns  for 
U.M.T.  The  Philadelphia  Record  of  ipril  11,  1945  reports  his  reiuurks  for  U.M.T.  the  prev¬ 
ious  day  at  a  mass  meeting  in  Philadelphia. 

REPORT  SATS  U.M.T.  SIXTH  LINE  OF  DEFENSE 

The  Commission  report  lists  six  factors  in  a  National  Security  Program  of  which  the  last 
is  universal  militaxy  training.  The  Commission  clearly  says  of  U.M.T.  "I^  has  neither  pur¬ 
pose  nor  effect,  except  as  part  of  a  balanced  structure."  It  also  reported,  "We  realize 
that  there  may  be  danger,  if  our  country  puts  universal  training  into  effect, 
that  it  will  therefore  be  lulled  into  a  feeling  of  false  security.  There  may  be  a  tendency 
for  this  reason,  coupled  with  a  natural  desire  for  economy  and  lower  taxes,  to  seek  to  off¬ 
set  the  expenses  of  the  universal  training  program  by  a  curtailment  of  one  or  more  of  the 
other  military  elements  of  national  security  —  intelligence,  research  and  development,  mo¬ 
bile  striking  forces.  Regular  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Fsrces,  National  Guard  and  reserves,  main¬ 
tenance  of  equipment  and  industrial  preparedness.  If  the  introduction  .of  universal  training 
should  have  such  an  indirect  effect  of  weakening  rather  than  strengthening  the  other  eloients 
of  our  national  security,  then  our  Commission  is  of  the  firm  opinion  that  the  adoption  of 
universal  training  would  be  a  mistake  and  would  diminish,  rather  than  increase  our  national 
security."  (underlining  ours) 
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The  Coraalesion  recommended  a  program  as  follows: 

strong  united  nation  is  our  number  one  security  requirement.”  Specifically  this  in- 
▼olves  ”1.  A  healthy  econoo^  reflected  in  full  production,  full  employment,  industri^ 
peace  and  the  avoidance  of  recurring  economic  crises  or  inflation.  2.  A  high  gener9 
level  of  education  throughout  the  country,  with  advanced  schooling  made  the  privilege  of 
all  who  can  qualify  for  it  .  .  .3.  Is^roved  physical  and  mental  health  ...  4.  An  under¬ 
standing  of  democracy  ..."  "The  measures  above  outlined  to  strengthen  our  democracy 
and  spread  its  benefits  more  widely  should  not  be  undertaken  as  an  outgrowth  of  any  mili¬ 
tary  program.  Certainly  they  should  not  be  under  military  direction  or  supervision." 
(Note:  All  of  this  must  be  done,  said  the  Commission,  orU.M.T.  would  be  "false  security".) 

"Second  in  the  elements  of  an  integrated nationed  defense  is  a  coordinated  intelligence  ser¬ 
vice  .  .  ." 

"Third  among  the  factors  in  a  sound  security  plan  ii  a  program  of  scientific  research  and 
development  ..." 

"Fourth  in  the  in^edients  of  security. is  industrial  mobilization."  Under  this  heading 
the  report  says  "...  the  building  and  tooling  up  of  such  underground  facilities  or  of 
plants  shielded  with  great  thicknesses  of  concrete,  lead  or  other  protective  materials 
would  have  to  be  done  with  government  funds.  .  .  Decentralization  of  important  government 
agencies  and  records  would  have  to  be  considered  as  part  of  this  same  program,  as  would 
the  construction  of  di:q>licate  key  communication  and  transportation  network."  (Note:  All 
of  this  must  be  done,  said  the  Commission,  or  U.M.T.  would  be  "false  security".) 

"...  the  fifth  element  in  our  program,  the  armed  forces  themselves."  This  Includes:  1. 
Striking  Air  Force,  2.  Army,  Navy,  Air  Forces  eoid  Marines,  3.  Unity  of  Command. 

"To  meet  such  a  universal  attack  we  must  have  trained  men  everywhere.  That  is  why  as  the 
sixth  element  in  our  security  program  we  definitely  recommend  a  program  of  universal 
training  for  all  young  men  in  our  nation." 

TRAINING  OF  WOMEN  URGED  LATER 

The  Commission  wrote  "For  practical  reasons  we  exclude  women  at  this  stage.  .  .  We  urge 
that  consideration  of  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  program  for  women  in  all  possible 
fields  of  wartime  iiiq>ortance  be  a  function  of  the  commission  set  up  to  administer  the  uni¬ 
versal  training  program  for  young  men." 

COMMISSION  REPORT  DESCRIBES  WAR  IN  WHICH  THERE  IS  NO  SECURITT 

The  report  was  so  clearly  a  recommendation  for  preparation  for  war  that  some  newspa¬ 
pers  featured  it  in  that  fashion.  For  exaiiq)le,  the  New  York  Daily  News  of  June  2  carried 
beumer  headlines  "Prei>are  for  Atom  War,  U.S.  Warned*.  Whatever  interpretation  Americans 
might  place  on  it,  it  seems  obvious,  coming  on  top  of  the  military  missions  to  Greece  and 
Turkey,  that  foreign  powers  would  interpret  it  as  a  provocative  act  and  perhaps  a  call  for 
war  unless  the  present  trend  is  speedily  reversed  by  the  American  people. 

The  report  said  at  the  beginning  "At  the  root  of  all  the  Commission's  thinking  Is  the 
conviction  that  the  only  real  security  for  this  country  or  any  country  lies  in  the  abolition 
of  war  throu^  the  establishment  of  the  reign  of  law  among  nations.”  Despite  this  the  re¬ 
port  pays  only  lip  service  to  the  United  Nations.  It  suggests  that  the  U.  S.  must  be  fully 
armed  ”  to  hasten  the  advent  of  universal  disarmament  and  peace  through  the  United  Nations^ . 
(But  Russia's  program  of  rearming  on  the  other  hand  is  considered  a  wecGcening  of  thelhited 
Nations.) 

The  report  also  indicates  that  the  Commission  is  aware  that  its  choice  of  preparing^ 
for  war  may  mean  largely  forgetting  world  reconstruction.  "There  is  so  much  that  needs  to 
be  done  in  rebuilding  the  shattered  nations  of  Europe  and  Asia,  in  ending  hunger  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  homeless,  in  reviving  ^dustry  and  commerce  and  the  things  of  the  spirit 
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that  we  view  with  horror  the  need  for  spending;  hilllone  on  the  upkeep  of  otir  military  estah- 
lishment.”  j^d  yet  the  Commission  listed  the  following  as  a  reason  for  possible  future 
war:  "Eor  sewenCl  generations  until  wealth  and  culture  are  more  equitably  distributed  our 
relatively  hl^  standards  of  living  and  productivity  will  make  us  a  target  of  envy  for  these 
struggling  people." 

The  Commission  then  discusses  the  "Hature  of  Possible  Future  Warfare"  which  we  summa¬ 
rize  with  our  commentary  as  follows: 

"1.  Long  range  aircraft  now  make  it  possible  to  deliver  an  attack  across  an  ocean  or  the 
polar  cap.  .  .  in  less  than  10  years  there  would  be  war  planes  cax>able  of  flying  at  supers 
sonic  speeds  and  travelling  at  such  altitudes  that  interception  ly  any  variety  of  anti-air¬ 
craft  fire  was  inqprobable .  .  (six  months'  ground  forces  training  is  no  answer  to  such 
warfare) 

"2.  ...  (there  are)  powerful  weapons  of  mass  destruction  provided  by  the  release  of 
atomic  energy.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  weapons  ..."  (At  no  point  in  the  report  is 
there  a  suggestion  that  there  is  a  defense  against  bacteriological  warfare.) 

"3.  The  'sneak  attack'  of  the  type  delivered  upon  our  forces  at  Pearl  Harbor  is  made 
vastly  more  probable  .  .  ." 

"4.  The  speed  and  force  of  attack  makes  imperative  the  maintenance  in  a  constant  state  of 
readiness  of  a  counterattacking  force  that  can  retaliate  instantly.  .  ."  (Retaliation  not 
defense) 

"5.  Every  form  of  warfare  has  become  more  hi^ly  mechanized.  The  prospect  is  for  a  steady 
and  perhaps  perpendicular  decrease  in  the  number  of  troops  physically  exposed  at  the  .  fronts 
and  an  increase  in  the  number  required  in  the  rear  as  technicians  and  supply  components  and 
for  home  defense  duty."  (Is  U.U.T.  therefore  for  labor  battalions  and  imposition  of  martial 
law  at  home?) 

"  6.  •  Under  these  conditions  of  modem  warfare  every  city,  every  factory  and  every  farm  would 
become  part  of  the  zone  of  combat.  The  entire  population  must  not  only  be  actively  engaged 
in  the  conduct  of  the  war  but  will  be  subject  to  personal  attack  by  the  enemy."  (This  is 
the  rationale  for  total  preparation  for  war  and  for  centralized  control  over  all  citizens^ 

"7.  Fifth  coltmm  activities  would  become  an  .  .  .  important  factor  in  the  plans  of  an  ag¬ 
gressor  .  .  ."  making  cities  helpless  and  hence  unable  to  organize  for  counterattack. 
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Despite  the  danger  of  fifth  column  activities  the  Commission  wants  to  arm  and  train 
the  entire  population  in  military  methods.  The  report  states  "weapons  that  are  not  in  being 
and  in  the  possession  of  our  troops  at  the  time  an  enemy  strikes  will  be  worthless  .  .  ." 
At  another  point  the  report  says,  "It  is  possible  that  subversive  elements  within  the  do¬ 
mestic  population  mig^t  constitute  a  sufficiently  large  and  well-armed  grotq)  to  constitute 
a  quasi-military  force."  (What  else  could  be  expected  when  everyone  is  armed  and  trained, 
and  the  welfare  of  all  is  subordinated  to  the  program  of  the  military?) 

In  comment  on  the  Commission's  discussion  of  modem  war  Peter  Edson,  a  pro-U.U.T.  col¬ 
umnist  who  flew  with  Secretary  of  War  Patterson  to  the  Fort  Knox  U.U.T.  camp  recently, 
wrote  in  the  Washington  Daily  Hews  of  June  2,  "It  spells  out  all  the  horrors  of  war  —  the 
next  one  —  in  a  manner  fit  to  scare  anyone  to  death.  Long-range  aircraft  dropping  atomic 
bombs  and  germs  in  sneak  attacks  on  defenseless  cities  previously  rendered  helpless  by  fifth 
column  activities  and  therefore  unable  to  organize  for  counterattack.  Why  the  honorable 
Commission  —  which  included  such  big  wheels  as  Joe  Davies,  Dan  Poling,  Sam  Rosenman  and 
Charlie  Wilson  ^  didn't  all  give  up  after  writing  this  much  of  their  report  and  go  Jump  in 
the  nearest  lake  is  a  real  mystery." 

The  Commission  surprisingly  enou^  admitted  that  the  United  States  may  start  the  next 
world  war.  In  the  context  of  a  discussion  of  police  "action  agsdnst  a  small  nation  whose 
recalcitrant  cohdnct  menaced  the  peace  and  security  of  other  nations"  ,  the  report  stated: 
"It  is  possible,  however,  that  our  country  mi^t  feel  obligated  to  undertake  such  a  mission 


